


Introduction
to

The Harvest Just Ahead

As near as we can determine, the core of this message, “The Harvest Just
Ahead,” was delivered extemporaneously by Derek Prince sometime in the
mid-1970s, presumably to an audience of college-age young people. It is one
of the most compelling calls we have ever heard for workers in the end-time
harvest—a harvest that will be taking place in the days ahead.

We believe “The Harvest Just Ahead” is a direct challenge to each of us
from the Holy Spirit of God, spoken through our friend, mentor and Bible
teacher, Derek Prince.

In fact, halfway through his original presentation, Derek stated that he
knew it was the Lord who had prompted him to speak on the theme of the
Harvest. He candidly informed his audience that “not one sentence” of what
he was sharing appeared in the outline of his prepared notes for his message
that day.

Then Derek added: “I’m forced to the conclusion that God had me say
today what I have said to you. And in the light of that, I have the obligation to
bring you to a place of choice.”

As you read this booklet, we believe the Lord will bring you as well to a
place of choice. So, please read, absorb, and then make a firm decision to
present yourself to the Lord. Prepare to give yourself, without reservation, to
the Lord of the Harvest as a worker He will use to bring multitudes of people
into His Kingdom in these significant days.

– The International Publishing Team
of Derek Prince Ministries



The Harvest Just Ahead

The Bible tells us that no one knows the day or the hour of the Lord’s
coming, but I believe it’s very close. I’m not saying Jesus will come in this
millennium, but I think He will come sooner than most of us expect.
However, the events of His coming will happen in divine order, as God has
outlined for us in Scripture. First will come the latter rain (the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit), then the harvest (the final ingathering of souls), and finally,
the coming of the Lord Jesus.

I sense that the Holy Spirit of God is very much in earnest about this
particular message, “The Harvest Just Ahead.” Perhaps that is because it is an
urgent call to every Christian, but especially to the Christians of America, to
be involved in this glorious task of reaping the harvest, so that He can come
for His Bride, the Church.

A Brief History

I believe I have a unique perspective for this nation because, although I
am an American, I am originally from Great Britain. But as I deliver this
message to the people of the great nation of the United States, it is not as a
Britisher, but as an American speaking to Americans. So to begin, I would
like to share with you a brief history of how I came to be a citizen of the
United States.

In 1963, God sovereignly intervened in my life and called me to
America. I came to the United States for what was supposed to be a
temporary, six-month visit. However, the Lord had other plans, and in July of
1970, I became an American citizen. I have counted that citizenship a
privilege ever since.

I was deeply proud of my British citizenship, and therefore it was a
major decision to renounce it in order to become a citizen of the United
States. But I had a deep assurance that I was in the will of God.

I was born a Britisher, born into the British Empire when it was at its



height. My whole family was what you would call “Empire Builders,”
officers of the British army in India, where I was born.

And in my lifetime, I have seen a complete empire crumble and fall.
One truth I have learned is that political and military powers are not

permanent. They must be conserved and guarded, and conditions must be met
if a nation is going to retain them.

It isn’t easy for British people to acknowledge that the leadership of the
world passed from them to the United States, but the destiny of nations is in
God’s hands. So why, in His providence, did God allow Britain to decline?
And why did He allow America to advance?

I believe God brought forth this country, with its unique privileges, its
unique wealth, its unique potentiality, not only to lead the free world, but for
a purpose yet to be fulfilled; that out of the seed of God’s Word that gave
birth to this great nation, there is to develop an army that will go forth and
reap the harvest.

That is why this message, “The Harvest Just Ahead,” is weighted with
such a sense of urgency and importance. In our modern world we have a
repetition of the situation in Jesus’ own day, when Jesus looked out on the
multitudes and said, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers [to gather in
the harvest] are few” (Matthew 9:37 niv).

As a nation, we stand at the crossroads of our destiny in God and our
current path into decline. Are we going to obey the true and living God as our
forefathers did, and go forth and reap the harvest? Or are we going to reject
God and His purposes, and ultimately perish in disaster and defeat?

God gives nations a choice. And my message to the church of Jesus
Christ in America is this: we must choose to serve the Lord faithfully and
diligently as laborers in “The Harvest Just Ahead.”

The Great Ingathering

What is the harvest? In the spiritual sense, it is the last, great ingathering
of people from all nations, all over the world, into God’s kingdom at the
close of this age. It is the result of much work, much sowing, much labor,
much sacrifice, and much planning. But ultimately the harvest cannot happen
unless God sends the “latter rain,” which is the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.



Being born into a military family, I have never been much of a farmer. I
did, however, spend six months in southern Ireland at the beginning of World
War II working on a farm, looking after sheep, mending gaps in hedges,
separating milk and doing other similar chores. Although my basic
knowledge of farming is quite limited, I learned enough to say this: there is a
climax to which everything moves forward in agriculture. That climax is the
harvest. Everything that is done is done for the sake of the harvest.

This is also true in the spiritual realm. The harvest is the primary
purpose to which all other activities of God are directed. Jesus Himself points
this out in a simple but important statement He makes in Matthew 13:39. As
part of the interpretation of the parable of the wheat and the tares He says,
“The harvest is the end of the age.”

It is very important to bear this in mind. The harvest is the end of the
age. This age is building to a climax, and the climax is the harvest. Basically,
all the events and processes that have happened in the Church for nearly two
thousand years have been ultimately directed toward this climax: the harvest.

Waiting for His Coming

There are many events that have to take place before the harvest can be
gathered in. I want to mention one in particular in James 5:7 and 8:

Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how the
farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it
until it receives the early and latter rain. You also be patient. Establish
your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.

Notice, the farmer does not gather in the harvest until he has received
both the early and latter rain. All of this is directly related to the coming of
the Lord. It is in the period of the restoration of all things that we can look for
the personal return of the Lord Jesus Christ.

But first, there must be the harvest, which synchronizes with the coming
of the Lord. The two are inseparably united. At the end of the harvest, the
Lord will come, and James tells us we must be patient.



The Purpose of the Rain

The essence of all Bible teaching about rain is that it is given for the
sake of the harvest. I want to emphasize to you that this is a very important
principle that runs all through the Word of God. Rain is always given for the
sake of the harvest.

We know from many Scriptures that the former rain and the latter rain
are biblical pictures of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The church age
began with a major outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and it is closing with a
major outpouring of the Holy Spirit. If we do not realize that the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit is given for the sake of the harvest, we will miss the
purposes of God.

A Picture of Desolation
and Restoration

For a more in-depth understanding of God’s plan for the restoration of
all things, let’s turn to the book of Joel. Joel is the great prophet of this latter
day outpouring of the Holy Spirit we are experiencing.

The three chapters that comprise the book of Joel have a theme that
unfolds very simply and can be stated in three words, corresponding to those
chapters: 1) desolation, 2) restoration and 3) judgment.

Chapter one of Joel is a picture of desolation in every area of the
inheritance of God’s people. Chapter two of Joel contains the gracious
promise of restoration in verse 25, “I will restore to you the years that the
swarming locust has eaten, the crawling locust, the consuming locust, and the
chewing locust.” Chapter three of Joel is the warning of judgment upon those
who reject restoration.

As we first focus on the desolation and restoration described in chapters
one and two, there are two symbolic trees in the forefront of Joel’s imagery
which are types, or pictures, of God’s people. The first tree is the fig tree,
which is Israel, God’s people by natural descent from Abraham. The other
tree is the vine, which is the Church, God’s people brought about by spiritual
birth, born again of the Spirit of God through faith in Jesus Christ.

So the fig tree and the vine—Israel and the Church—find themselves in



the desolation described in chapter 1, verse 12:

The vine has dried up, and the fig tree has withered; . . . all the trees of
the field are withered; surely joy has withered away from the sons of
men.

Through the invasion of locusts and drought, there can be no harvest and
therefore no offerings to the Lord of grain, new wine and oil;

The field is wasted, the land mourns; for the grain is ruined, the new
wine is dried up, the oil fails.Be ashamed, you farmers, wail, you
vinedressers, for the wheat and the barley; because the harvest of the
field has perished.

Joel 1:10–11

Restoration Begins With Rain

But in the second chapter of Joel we have the full promise of restoration
to both the fig tree and the vine, representing both Israel and the Church. We
find that it is presented in prophetic symbolism as a promise of rain,
beginning with verse 23:

Be glad then, you children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God;
for He has given you the former rain faithfully, and He will cause the
rain to come down for you—the former rain, and the latter rain in the
first month. The threshing floors shall be full of wheat, and the vats shall
overflow with new wine and oil. “So I will restore to you the years that
the swarming locust has eaten, the crawling locust, the consuming
locust, and the chewing locust, My great army which I sent among you.
You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord
your God, who has dealt wondrously with you; and My people shall
never be put to shame. Then you shall know that I am in the midst of
Israel: I am the Lord your God and there is no other. My people shall
never be put to shame.”

Joel 2:23–27



What is God’s solution? It begins with the first or former rain, the first
great major outpouring of rain that falls in Israel. Usually that rain comes in
November at the end of the dry season and it heralds the beginning of the
cold winter season. It is universal, it is heavy, and it is dramatic. Its purpose
is to soften the soil, which by then is baked hard, so that the farmer can begin
the various processes that are going to lead up to next year’s harvest.

After that, through the cold winter months—November, December,
January, and February—rain will continue to fall. But it will fall
unpredictably, sporadically, in little outpourings here and there. There will be
no further major, overall outpouring of rain until the end of the winter season.

In Joel 2:23, the verse just cited, it says “the first month.” Remember
that when Israel came out of Egypt during the first Passover, that month
became the first month of the year.

Now the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying,
“This month shall be your beginning of months; it shall be the first
month of the year to you.”

Exodus 12:1–2

Passover coincides more or less with Christianity’s Easter. So at the end
of the winter, in the “first month” (which in the land of Israel is April) God
sends the latter, or the last, rain. This marks the close of the winter season,
and the beginning of the dry season. It is the greatest, heaviest, most
widespread outpouring of rain in Israel that takes place at any time in the
year. In the economy of God, its agricultural purpose is to germinate the seed
that has been sown. After that, events move very rapidly into the process of
gathering in the harvest.

Rain Is for the Harvest

Again we see a principle that runs all through the Bible: rain is always
given for the sake of the harvest. We need to understand the pattern of
rainfall in Israel, because the moving of the Holy Spirit in the Church is
represented by the way rain falls in Israel.



Beginning in Deuteronomy chapter 11 at verse 10 and then onward, we
find a promise God makes to His people. He promises that if they would obey
Him and walk in His Word, He would send them the rain that they might
gather in the harvest.

“For the land which you go to possess is not like the land of Egypt from
which you have come, where you sowed your seed and watered it by
foot, as a vegetable garden; but the land which you cross over to
possess is a land of hills and valleys, which drinks water from the rain of
heaven, a land for which the Lord your God cares; the eyes of the Lord
your God are always on it, from the beginning of the year to the very
end of the year. ‘And it shall be that if you earnestly obey My
commandments which I command you today, to love the Lord your God
and serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul, then I will give
you the rain for your land in its season, the early rain [or the former
rain] and the latter rain, [And then notice the purpose in God’s
economy:] that you may gather in your grain, your new wine, and your
oil.’”

Deuteronomy 11:10–14

Notice that rain is a gift from God. The Bible emphasizes that rain is
under the sovereign control of the Lord.

The Pattern in Church History

Let’s now apply this prophetic picture to the pattern of church history.
The church age began at Pentecost with the first rain, the former rain. It was
the first great, dramatic outpouring of the Holy Spirit. With this I think
almost all theologians and historians would agree.

When questioned about the outpouring taking place, Peter immediately
identified it with Joel’s prophecy, saying:

“But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:



‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, that I will pour out
of My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
your young men shall see visions, your old men shall dream dreams.
And on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My
Spirit in those days; and they shall prophesy.’”

Acts 2:16–18

But you will notice that Peter goes on to the close of the age, relaying
what the Lord says He will do then:

“‘I will show wonders in heaven above and signs on the earth beneath:
Blood and fire and vapor of smoke. The sun shall be turned into
darkness, and the moon into blood, before the coming of the great and
awesome day of the Lord. And it shall come to pass that whoever calls
on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’”

Acts 2:19–21

So we see that Peter took that prophecy right up to the close of this age.
People say, “Well, isn’t that strange? Because that was nearly two thousand
years ago, and the age hasn’t closed.”

But it is not strange at all, because Peter was quoting from Joel. And
Joel said the Spirit will come to the Church in two major outpourings—the
former rain at the beginning of the church age and the latter rain to close the
church age, corresponding to the climate of Israel.

What we are living in today is the latter rain—the last great, universal,
heaviest outpouring of the Holy Spirit that will ever come in the history of
the human race. I believe we are living in that day. If that rain had not been
given, the harvest could not be gathered in.

Two Kinds of People

So again we ask: What is the harvest? It is the great ingathering of
people into the Kingdom of God. Bear this in mind, because this is an answer



leading up to the question that we are going to deal with next. Here is the
question: How can I become effective as a result of the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit in my life? The answer is, by linking up with God’s purpose.

There are two kinds of people who get the baptism of the Holy Spirit,
and there have been all through the years. There are those who have
understood the reason for the outpouring and there are those who have not
understood that reason.

Those who have not understood are filled with the Spirit and keep it to
themselves. They become, in too many cases, super-spiritual little “Bless-
Me” clubs. They meet, prophesy to one another, lay hands on one another,
and have visions and revelations. Then they say, “God bless you, brother. It’s
been great to be together. See you the same time next week.” And two years
later they have neither grown nor decreased. They are just the same. They
haven’t grasped the purpose of God.

I want to say this with all the emphasis at my command: The rain is
given for the sake of the harvest. It is not given to make you super-spiritual or
especially blessed. The rain of the Holy Spirit is given to make you an
effective worker in God’s harvest.

The rain isn’t given for the sake of the rain itself. The rain is given for
the sake of the harvest. And there are other people with no better education,
no better seminary training than anyone else who have received the baptism
of the Holy Spirit and turned the world upside down. Why? Because they
realize that the power of the Spirit has been given to them for the sake of the
harvest, the ingathering of souls.

The rain of the Spirit is not given to make us super-spiritual. It is given
us to gather in the harvest.

For the Sake of the Harvest

Throughout its entirety, the Bible speaks about the harvest with great
emphasis. If we look at the various significant festivals of Mosaic Law and
the covenant, we find that every one of them has its corresponding event in
the Christian era. Passover, for instance, coincides with Easter; the Feast of
the Harvest, with Pentecost; and so on. I firmly believe that these links apply
to the harvest, and that the harvest will have its fulfillment.



There is going to be a specific period in the history of the Church which
is the harvest period. And I believe it is directly linked to the latter rain. But I
believe it is also linked to another fascinating feature of the days in which we
live: the population explosion. As I understand it, the population of the earth
is going to be doubling every sixty years from this point onward. There were
well over 6.5 billion people in the earth in 2009, and it won’t be long before
there will be 7 billion, 8 billion, and more. Whether they are correct or not,
experts are warning us there won’t be enough food to eat and there won’t be
enough land to live on.

I believe without a doubt that God knew all along about the population
explosion. And I believe He has a purpose for it. Let me suggest it to you this
way: if the program of Joel is carried out, if the Church is purged of its
duplicity and immaturity, if the Church is filled afresh with the Holy Spirit,
experiencing divine unction and power, if the Church is gathered out of its
little corners and sects and from behind its little barriers and becomes one
again in Jesus Christ, such a Church could go forth into the world today in
the power of the Holy Spirit. And going forth in power, the Church could see
more souls saved in the world in a few years than have been saved in all the
years from the time of Jesus until today.

This is the harvest, and it lies just ahead. The latter rain is being given
for the sake of the harvest. God is already beginning to put His hand on
people, saying, “Get ready now. Get loosed. Get detached. Because when the
harvest comes, it is going to be so quick that you will have to be ready to cast
in the sickle and reap.”

Like Lightning

In the year 1948 or 1949, the Latter Rain movement broke out in
Canada. (And by the way, that was a real move of God.) During that
movement, a young girl in the city of Edmonton or Calgary had a vision of
this latter day revival, and she saw the last harvest. In her vision, she said it
was just like lightning that circled the earth quickly, and then it was over.
This is how it is going to be. It will be as quick as lightning.

In the book of Jeremiah, we see Jeremiah rebuking the people of his day
in Israel because they were not aware of what God was doing. They were



wrapped up in themselves, in their own carnal concerns. They were blind and
deaf to what God was saying and doing. He says:

“This people has a defiant and rebellious heart; they have revolted and
departed [from God. What is the evidence?] They do not say in their
heart, ‘Let us now fear the Lord our God, who gives rain, both the
former and the latter, in its season. He reserves for us the appointed
weeks of the harvest.’”

Jeremiah 5:23–24

Notice that the rain is given for the sake of the harvest. What was the
mistake that Israel made? They did not realize that they were totally
dependent on God for the rain and that the rain was given for the sake of the
harvest. They missed God’s purpose. God reserves the appointed weeks of
the harvest.

That became a startling revelation to me some years ago. Actually, I had
walked into a restaurant a little earlier and selected a table where I wanted to
sit.But when I went over to sit down, there was a little sign on the table that
showed me I could not sit there. Guess what it was. Reserved. And when I
read this passage I thought, That’s it! God has put a little sign over just a few
short weeks in which the harvest has to be gathered in. He’s reserved it. He
said to Satan, “You can’t have those weeks. I’ve set them apart for the
harvest.” Not months, but weeks. If you are a farmer or one who works the
land, you realize that the most critical, busiest season of the year is the
harvest, when everybody has to be sent out.

God is warning His people all the time—it’s coming quickly, it’s
coming quickly. There has been a long, slow process of maturing and
preparation. But when the harvest comes, friend, if you are not ready you will
not even know it has happened. It is going to come that quickly.

Accepting the Visitation

Let’s look once more at Jeremiah 5:23 and 24, which shows how God’s
people missed the significance of the rain God provided for the harvest.



“But this people has a defiant and rebellious heart; they have revolted
and departed. They do not say in their heart, ‘Let us now fear the Lord
our God, who gives rain, both the former and the latter, in its season.
He reserves for us the appointed weeks of the harvest.’”

It is important for us to recognize that it is a very terrible step to reject
what God is doing when He gives the rain. Those ministers and groups and
churches who will not see what God is doing, who reject this move of the
Holy Spirit, have a “defiant and rebellious heart.” They have “revolted and
departed.” I’m not saying this to attack anybody, nor am I seeking to please
anybody.

Let me tell you what I believe. I believe we are presently seeing God’s
last offer of mercy to the United States of America. If the Christians of
America do not respond to God, there is nothing ahead but desolation and
judgment for this nation.

I believe it is life or death, friends. And that is why I don’t compromise
when I speak about it. I believe it can be life. I believe God loves the United
States, and that He set this nation apart in destiny for something special. But I
tremble to think what will happen to this nation if in the next few years it
does not accept this divine visitation of the Holy Spirit.

Do you know why atheistic communism came to Russia? Because there
was a visitation of the Holy Spirit in the 1870s and 1880s, and the Russian
Christians rejected it. When they rejected the Holy Spirit, they created a
spiritual vacuum which was automatically filled by the next most powerful
spirit in the world, and that is the spirit of antichrist.

The spirit of antichrist is at work everywhere in the United States, in our
campuses and colleges and in our churches and seminaries. There is coming a
fearful moment of climax when we must decide: Is it going to be Christ or
antichrist? There is no third alternative.

A Sobering Choice

Israel came to that place nineteen centuries ago: “Which of the two do
you want me to release to you?” Pilate asked, “Jesus or Barabbas?” (See
Matthew 27:21.) Israel didn’t have a third choice. Fools that they were, they



said, “Not this man [Jesus], but Barabbas.” They chose Barabbas, even
though he was an agitator, a man of violence, and a professional protester.

Have you ever considered the two responses the Jewish people made?
First they said, “Not this man, but Barabbas.” (See Luke 23:18.) Then Pilate
said to them, “What then shall I do with your King Jesus?” Their reply? “We
have no king but Caesar.” (See John 19:15.) They denied the Lord as their
King.

If you read nineteen centuries of Jewish history, what do you see as you
read? Caesar and Barabbas ruling over the Jewish people. What they chose
they got. When God tells you to choose, you have to choose. And you get
what you choose.

How many Caesars, how many emperors, how many kings, how many
dictators have persecuted and oppressed the Jewish nation in nineteen
centuries? How many times did those Caesars take Barabbas, the professional
agitator, the man of violence, the rabble-rouser, and turn him against the
Jews? Do you know Jewish history? Again and again and again.

The last horrific example was Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Storm Troopers.
Do you know what Hitler’s philosophy was? It was based on the chilling
philosophy of a man named Spengler whose teaching was, “We need another
Caesar.”

God’s Hour of Decision

When I come to this point in my presentation (and frankly, I did not plan
to come to such a sobering point), I am gripped by the awful solemnity of
choice. Nineteen centuries ago Israel made a choice, given to them by God.
They got what they chose, exactly down to the minutest detail.

Today the choice is America’s. “Which of the two, Jesus or Barabbas?”
Our country is filled with violence, riots, hatred, strife—it is ripe for
Barabbas. But you have a choice. You have a choice. This is God’s hour of
choice. This is God’s hour of visitation. This is not a little church parlor
game. This is death or life. I believe it can be life.

I absolutely believe that God desires to send to the United States of
America the greatest revival in the history of this or any nation. I haven’t
come to that belief by accident. For years I’ve prayed over it, meditated on it,



fasted and sought God concerning it. I am convinced that I speak the truth
from Almighty God. I’m not normally a particularly bold or self-assertive
type of person, but I have a deep, inner conviction that I am speaking to you a
message from God.

I will not compromise about divine truth, because I will have to answer
to God one day for what I say. There are many places in the Bible where God
tells men and women to choose. In Deuteronomy 30:19, Moses said:

“I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set
before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life,
that both you and your descendants may live.”

Do you know what thought has gripped me? The idea that God lets man
choose. God has set before us this simple choice—you can have life and
blessing, or you can have death and cursing. Moses said, “I advise you to
choose life.”

Do you know what I have done? I have chosen life, and I have chosen
blessing. I am absolutely convinced that I will get what I have chosen, just as
Israel got what they chose when they made the wrong choice.

About one generation later, Joshua said, “Choose for yourselves this day
whom you will serve” (Joshua 24:15). Notice that the choice was not
“whether.” Many people think, “I can choose if I’ll serve God or the devil, or
I can simply choose to please myself.”

You don’t have that choice. The choice is whether you will serve God or
the devil. It’s as simple as that. If you say, “Brother Prince, I don’t know
whom I’m serving,” then you are serving the devil. Those who serve God
walk in the light and they know whom they are serving.

Elijah came to Israel a few generations later and said, “If the Lord is
God, serve Him; but if Baal, serve him. But make your minds up and do it
quickly.” (See 1 Kings 18:21.)

Who Will You Serve?

I believe for the Christians of America the time has come to make up
your minds. You may say, “My denomination doesn’t teach this.” You may



say, “My church doesn’t preach this.” Will you build your faith on that flimsy
foundation?

What does God ask? He asks that we sell out to Him. He asks that we
commit ourselves to Him without reservation, to do His will, to serve Him, to
believe and preach His Word. God wants you without reservations, without
strings attached. He wants you for His purposes. There is one simple
condition to be part of this last great move of God. We don’t need to
complicate it. It is simple. It is this, and this alone—a total, unreserved
commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ. That is all that is required. All the rest
will follow from that.

I believe God sent me to tell American Christians that it is time to wake
up. The Christians of the United States do not need to lose the spiritual battle.
They can win it. And if you win it, your country will be saved and your land
will be healed. If you lose it, it will be to your everlasting discredit.

I don’t attack any denomination, or any section of the church. That’s not
the point. The point is this: What place does Jesus Christ have in your life?
The church has one Lord. It’s Jesus. The Church has one Head. It’s Jesus.

Let me tell you the decision I’ve made. As far as I’m concerned I belong
to the Lord Jesus Christ, spirit, soul and body, for time and eternity. Jesus
redeemed me by His blood when He died on the cross and I have given
myself to Him. Can you say the same? If you cannot, would you make that
decision right now?

The Harvest Is Beginning

The harvest lies ahead. I can’t tell you exactly when it will happen, but it
is already beginning to ripen in certain areas of the earth. I will tell you the
same thing I told the people of Africa some years ago. I said to them, “The
harvest is right at your door, and God is going to need workers by the
hundreds to cast in the sickle of His Word and reap.” The time has come to
reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.

Jeremiah 8:20 says, “The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we
are not saved!” When the harvest is past and the summer has ended, there is
no more salvation. Then the door is closed.

What about it? What are you living for? What does life mean to you?



Paul said, “For to me, to live is Christ” (Philippians 1:21). Jesus is enough.
You don’t need Christ plus something. You just need Jesus Christ. Our Lord
said, “I am the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25). He also said, “I have
come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly”
(John 10:10).

When you are committed to Jesus Christ, life is rich, it is full, it is
exciting, and it is fascinating. I was a professor in a university and I could
have been a professor today. But I made a choice. When the Lord called me
to preach the gospel, I said, “Yes!” In the eyes of the world, I gave up an
excellent position with tremendous possibilities and academic distinctions.
But I can say confidently that if I had to face the same decision today I would
make the very same choice.

My life has been full. It has been rich. It has been wonderful. I’m not
sorry that I dedicated my life to Jesus Christ. I’m only sorry for the times I
wasn’t fully dedicated, that’s all.

Perhaps you want to make a total dedication of your life to the Lord
Jesus Christ. Listen, this doesn’t mean you are never going to sin again. It
doesn’t mean that you are never going to have problems. It doesn’t mean that
you are never going to fail. But it means that you have made a commitment
which will keep you when the going gets tough. What I am talking about is a
firm, total commitment to Jesus Christ, the Lord of the Harvest, to be a
laborer in the harvest fields. When you commit yourself to Jesus Christ, He
will tell you the next thing you need to do.

A Prayer of Commitment

If you are somewhat perplexed, confused, uncertain, and you don’t have
that deep, settled peace and stability in your Christian experience, I want to
suggest to you that perhaps the reason is a lack of total commitment. In light
of what I have shared in this message, perhaps you would like to make a
definite commitment to Jesus Christ right now. Why not tell Him now that
you will follow Him for the rest of time and for all eternity? Why not tell
Him now that your life is going to be at His disposal for Him to use for His
glory by the Holy Spirit in any way He wants?

If it is your desire to make that commitment of the rest of your life to



Jesus Christ, then this is my prayer for you. Please pray this prayer now.

Father, in the name of Jesus, I love You and I thank You that I can stand
before You as one of Your people who desires to consecrate my life to
Jesus Christ.

Lord, I take my stand in my authority as a believer in Jesus Christ,
and I loose myself now from every bond, from every fetter, everything
that would hold me back from this commitment to Jesus. I declare myself
loosed in the name of Jesus and I put myself into Your hand, Lord.

I put myself at Your disposal. You are the Lord of the harvest. You
are the Head over all things of the Church which is Your body, and we
are Your members. Lord, let me know from this moment onwards that I
have come under Your control and that You are going to bless me and
strengthen me and use me.

Lord, I pray for the harvest. You said, “Therefore, pray the Lord of
the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.” Lord, I pray that
according to Your will, as You see fit, in each circumstance and
situation and need, that You will thrust me forth into the harvest field to
be a laborer for You, Lord. I pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.



Epilogue

After Derek delivered this powerful message on the harvest, there was a
time of praise and worship followed by a very sobering prophetic word
brought by Derek Prince.

“Behold, I give unto you power. Unto you I give power. Not unto a
past generation, not unto a future generation, but unto you who are
hearing this message, I give power according to My Word to tread on
serpents and scorpions and over all the power of the enemy. I require
you to be endued with power. I require you to be filled with My divine
dynamite.

“I require servants who are faithful and obedient, servants who do
not run their own errands and go their own ways and deliver their own
messages. But I require servants who will stand before Me, the Lord of
Hosts, and hear My voice and speak My word.

“For if you will speak My word, you will turn this people away
from their sins and you will deliver them from their destructions. But if
you will speak your dreams and if you will speak your own thoughts and
man’s wisdom, then this people shall surely perish. But I will require it
at the hands of My witnesses.

“Yes, I will require it at the hands of the preachers. I will require it
at the hands of the ministers of this generation who have not declared
the truth of God unto a people that needed to hear not man’s wisdom,
not human institutions, not doctrinal denominational theories, but My
word,” saith the Lord.

May the Lord give us the strength and the grace to walk in obedience as
we move into the harvest just ahead and be faithful laborers in the harvest
field.
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